Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.015 Å; R factor = 0.053; wR factor = 0.131; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.1.
The title compound, [Sn 2 (C 6 H 5 ) 6 (C 7 H 4 O 4 S)], contains two molecules with similar conformations in the asymmetric unit. In each molecule, the Sn atoms adopt a distorted tetrahedral geometry arising from three C atoms of three phenyl rings and one O atom from the bridging 3-thienylmalonato ligand. The molecules lie about inversion centers with the ligands facing each other, with CÁ Á ÁO distances of 3.417 (10) and 3.475 (10) Å .
Related literature
For biological activities of self-assembled organotin derivatives of carboxylic acid ligands, see: Gielen et al. (1988) . For organotin carboxylates, see: Win et al. (2007) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Sn 2 (C 6 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996); cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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3-Thiophenemalonic acid is a good bridging ligand that can be used to generate unexpected and interesting coordination polymers. We have therefore, synthesized the title compound, (I), and present its crystal structure in this article.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, (I), contains two independent molecules ( Fig. 1 ) with similar conformations wherein each 3-thiophenemalonicate is bonded to two triphenyl tin moities in a bidentate fashion. Each molecule consists of six phenyl and one (3-thiophenemalonicate) groups bonded to two tin atoms, where the bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . Each tin atom is bonded to three phenyl carbon atoms and an oxygen atom derived from the monodentate carboxyl group, thus, displaying a distorted tetrahedral geometry. The Sn-O distances in (I) lie in the range 2.042 (5) -2.068 (5) Å and are close to the corresponding distances reported in organotin carboxylates (Yip et al., 2007) . Both the molecules in (I) lie about inversion centers with the ligands facing each other with C···O distances 3.417 (10) and 3.475 (10) Å (Table 1) .
The reaction was carried out under nitrogen atmosphere. 3-Thiophenemalonic acid (1 mmol) and sodium ethoxide (2.2 mmol) were added to a solution of benzene (30 ml) in a Schlenk flask and stirred for 0.5 h. Triphenyltin chloride (2 mmol) was then added to the reaction mixture that was stirred for 12 h at 298 K. The resulting clear solution was evaporated under vacuum. The product was crystallized from a mixture of dichloromethane/methanol (1:1).
Refinement
All H-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.98 Å for aryl and methine H-atoms, respectively, and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The final difference map showed the highest peak at 1.34 e Å -3 at a distance of 0.88 Å from Sn1 atom and was deemed meaningless.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with the atom-numbering scheme; H atoms have been omitted for clarity. Displacement ellipsoids have been drawn at the 30% probability level.
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